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SMYRNA SCHOOL
OPENS FOR FIRST
ACADEMIC YEAR

The long-awaited Smyrna Elementary
School welcomes nearly 800 students when
the school year begins August 7.
The $19.5 million new school replaces
Brown Elementary and will pick up some
students from Argyle and Belmont Hills. The
Brown building will become Teasley primary
for K-2nd grade as that school undergoes renovations for the next two years.
Principal Brett Ward said he has always
wanted to open a new school and, along
with his staff from Brown, have spent the
past two years getting this one ready.
“We’ve picked out all the furniture, the
colors and it has been an incredible experience,” he said.
“We want to help our kids build strong
relationships and develop leadership,” Ward
said. Smyrna Elementary is recognized
as a Franklin Covey, “The Leader In Me”
School, based on “The 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People,” to equip students with
the self-confidence and skills they need to
thrive in the 21st century economy.
The new school is LEED Certified
with numerous environmentally friendly
features including skylights, special drainage, and power saving features. The media
center has plenty of light with a two story
window wall.
“It’s huge,” Heidi Garuilo, Library
Media Specialist, said of the new media
center. “We are going to enjoy the space,
the new books and the mural.”
In addition to 12,000 new books, the
library has 26 computers, a reading area
and separate classroom space.
Additional information can be found
on the school’s website, www.cobbk12.
org/Smyrna/.
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RHONDA LOKEY
NAMED TEACHER
OF YEAR

SMYRNA ELEMENTARY OPENS SEPT. 7

The new Smyrna Elementary School, at 1099 Fleming Street just off Atlanta Road,
was dedicated Aug. 4 and students will fill the halls beginning Aug. 7. Teachers and
staff have been moving in and setting up classrooms over the past several weeks.
Below left, Katie Moore, a first year Fifth Grade teacher gets help in setting up her
classroom from Joyce Piket, her mother who is a principal in west Cobb. Below right,
Heidi Garuilo, Library Media Specialist, shows some of the 12,000 new books in the
school library.

A Campbell Middle School Cobb
teacher was named 2013-2014 Middle
School Teacher of the Year during special
surprise assemblies July 31.
Mrs. Rhonda Lokey, a social studies
teacher at Campbell Middle.
Over the course of her 31-year career
in education, she has been selected as
Teacher of the
Year by her faculty
peers at four different Cobb County
middle
schools:
Dodgen,
Lost
Mountain, Smitha
and Campbell.
Others named
were Mrs. Tracie
Bucy of Rocky Rhonda Lokey
Mount Elementary
and Mrs. Cathy Zingler of Lassiter High
as this year’s honorees for each academic
level. Superintendent Michael Hinojosa
made surprise visits to all three schools on
the first day of pre-planning to name the
Teachers of the Year.
Teacher of the Year is a somewhat
familiar honor for Lokey.
When students arrive Aug. 7 for the
start of the new school year, Mrs. Lokey
will continue her tradition of dressing as a
flight attendant and offering Campbell students the opportunity to “board” her classroom plane into “Lokey Land,” the world
of exploring social studies.
Lokey said, “I hope that when they
graduate and begin a career, they would be
as fortunate as I have been to find something they love to do and most importantly,
enjoy doing it each and every day.
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NORTH GEORGIA FAIR ANNOUNCES CONCERT LINEUP

The Georgia Lottery Concert Series
for the 2013 Superior Plumbing North
Georgia State Fair under the covered arena
has been announced, including:
• Phillips, Craig and Dean on Friday,
Sept. 20 at 8 p.m.
• Lauren Alaina on Saturday, Sept. 21 at
8 p.m.
• Lee Brice on Wednesday, Sept. 25 at
8 p.m.
• Loretta Lynn on Thursday, Sept. 26 at
8 p.m.
• Colt Ford on Friday, Sept. 27 at 8 p.m.
• Jerrod Niemann on Saturday, Sept. 28
at 8 p.m.
Fair Trade Records artists, Phillips,
Craig and Dean, is one of the top contemporary Christian music trios composed of
Randy Phillips, Shawn Craig, and Dan
Dean. Since forming in 1991, they have
released 12 albums and earned 18- No. 1
radio singles.
Lauren Alaina, Interscope Recording
Artist and runner up of the 10th season of
American Idol was voted as the American
Country Awards 2012 Best New Artist. The

Loretta Lynn
Colt Ford
Rossville, Ga., native recently released her
newest single “Barefoot and Buckwild”,
and other hits like “Eighteen Inches,” and
“Georgia Peaches.”
Lee Brice, one of country music’s
hottest artists of 2013 currently has seen
his first three singles from his sophomore
album, “Hard to Love”, reach number one
on the Billboard Country Airplay Chart.
Country music legend, Loretta Lynn,
has wowed America for more than 50 years!
Her music has confronted many of the major
social issues of her time, and her life story
is a rags-to-riches tale familiar to pop, rock

Lauren Alaina

Lee Brice

and country fans alike. Lynn herself has
journeyed from the poverty of the Kentucky
hills to Nashville superstardom.
Colt Ford is a walking, talking, 300pound celebration of country music and
country living. Colt has just released his
fourth studio album, “Declaration of Independence”.
Judge Jerrod and the Hung Jury was
Jerrod Niemann’s No. 1 Billboard Country
album on Sea Gayle Records/Arista Nashville, with back-to-back certified Gold hits,
“What Do You Want,” and Platinum No. 1
chart-topper, “Lover, Lover.”

